By Laura Lynn Yohe
BROGKVILLE — Dalph §.
MENEil stood  before a large
i f}frfj'wiyd assembled in the cav-
ierjfls expanse of the Brookville
Equipment Corporation (BEC)
#apility on Evans Street and wel-
icoired all to a- celebration.
#*<"Fhe special event was held on
Iy, October 19(h, to official-

dyfhark the dedication of 24,000
#

oy

LET S

stiuaze feet of additional space to
‘thelgilant bringing total produc-
tionand warchouse capacity to

employees,

Housed for many decades in a
complex  along North Fork
Creek, a major flood in 1996 sat-
urated the buildings and equip-
ment, but did net dampen the col-
lective spirit of everyone at BEC,

By 1998, the company had re-
located to its present hilltop
venue adjacent railroad tracks
which have serviced the
Brookville area since the 1870's.
The office area resembles a rail-
road station, the parking lot a lo-
comotive tumtable.

Purchasing the "Brookville
Equipment Corporation” name of
a former area business in 2001,
the designation reflected the his-
toric production of locomotives
and the continuing expansion of
products which moved into the
reproduction and refurbishing of
iroliey cars. .

The workforce tripled to more
than 160 by 2004. Space was
again becoming a problem and
the nearby Kingdom Hall of Je-
hovah's Witnesses was acquired.
This structure had originally
served as the Corporate Head-
quarters of the Pittsburg & Shaw-
mut Railway which remains a
working partner of BEC.

Retuming the worship site to
offices allows accommodation
for engincering, service, contract

review, technical writing and fi-
nancial personnel.

Citing a need to again expand
the workforce from the current
160 to 200 employees, Dalph
smilingly encouraged everyone
to recommend BEC to prospec-

tive welders and other craftsmen. -

rookville Equipment Corp.
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celebrates expansio

*"We need good employees,” he
said.

Now Vice-President of Oper-
ations, Congad said, "Take a look
at these great products made by
local people here in this area.

" 100,000 squdte fest. . .
et We'll be 90°yearsold on Jan-
uary 4, 2008," McNeil said refer-
ripg-to the company df which he
jsPresident and Chief Executive
Dfficer.

Honest, hard working people
who enjoy - quality work and
work ethics."

Conrad, Design  Director
Larry Saver, and Production
Manager Brent McNeil high-
lighted the steps from initial de-
sign through manufacture to fin-
ish and delivery of the variety of
products BEC produces, all in co-
operation with ' the individual
customers. )

BEC has trademarked the Co-
Generation  technology which
can adapt older industrial railroad
engines to modern emissions
standards or be nsed in construc-
tion of new engines such as the

ROOM FOR WORK — The new addition to the Brookville Mining Corporation site on on Evans Strest can SeMViCe Numerous ¥,
cars. The railroad tumtable in the foreground allows multiple access for the cars into the shap. (Photo by Laura Lyrn Yohe) i

A special dedication

prototype BMEX 259 which was
on display for the occasion.

The engine has proven itself
on the nearby 5 Mile Run rail
line and will soon be on an ex-
tended working  demonstration
with a railroad in the mid and
western United States.

Nine years ago, BEC put the
first 20 ton diese! mining loco-
metive in underground service.
Today, it is "in the shop" being
refurbished for continued use,.

Any part needed forany piece
of equipment ever manufactared
in the last 90 years by BEC can
still be obtained as all the draw-
ings have been preserved.

By Laura Lynn Yohe

BROOKVILLE - "I gave
Dave Hook a rongh sketch of
what I wanted, and he made
this," Dalph S, McNeil explained
of the shining metal wreath cen-
{ered with a facsimile of the "The
Silver Star", the United States'
third highest military award des-

. ignated solely . for heroism in
corrtbat.

McNeil was speaking at the
Open House celebrating the
24,000 sq. fr. addition o
Brookville Equipment Corpora-
ton and the introduction of the

eeiod iS beginning inm 1918,
Brookville - Locomotive was
owned by L. A. Leathers and m-
walled flanged railroad wheels
ofi gasoline powered trucks
which P. Brosius Eisenman later
expanded into production of
gageline and diesel lecomotives.
A Joseph Horky changed the
name to Brookviile Locometive
orksin 1942 and added special-
ty.#ail equipment siuch as school
huses,: speeder. cars, refrigerated
cargq haulers, builet-proof pay
cars and ambulances.

. John McNeil purchased the
ﬂ_p:{;_in 1974, naming it
grookvilie Locomotive - a Divi-
slop- of Pennbro Corporation, In
‘1_19(:;’7; his brother, Dalph, joined
the company becoming just the
deventh employee at that time.
- Lamy Comrad was hired in
197%as Senior Engineer and the
dmgany went "anderground”,
gf{(pl_ogaing low height locome-
fives and personnel camiers for
#bal’and hard rock mining as well
5" Hinneling operations.

"' 'In 1988, Dalph purchased his
Bibtlibr's interests and assumed
Hijs eurrent titles. He modiffed the”
fithe to  reflect its diversity -
B¥stlcville Mining Equipment
Eorporation. There were then 31

i

BREATHING APPARATUS — Brookviille Eguipment Corpora-
tion empleyee Ron Wingard described his duties in the produc-
tion process. Wingard is part of the crew who paints railrcad en-
gines, mining cars and other products manufactured in the
Eyans Street plant. He is holding one of the dispasable hood-
ed’masks with attached fresh air hose he wears when paint-
ifigf in tha special building at the complex.(Photo by Laura Lynn
Yche)

SPECIAL DEDICATION — President and CEQ of B
McNeil, left, watches Tom MeGinnis, right, cut the ribl

rookville Equipment Corporation, Dalph S,
bon to officially open the new 24,000 sq, ft.
addition to the facility. Watching in the center is Romayne McGinnis. (Photo by Laura Lynn Yohe)

"BMEX 239" CoGeneration*
engine,

Although a festive event
which drew a large crowd, the
ribbon cutting was a poignant
moment in tribute to a fallen sol-
dier, Specialist Ross McGinnis

Ol

Eh

of Knox. .':?&’ ]
"We take for . granted “ills:
peaceful economy we have,” Mex
Neil had said at the outset of the
program, adding, “but we're ‘g
war." '
MecGinnis gave his life in Iy
on Deo. 4, 2006 shielding His
comrades inside a Humnvee frohs
the explosion of a grenade. ;
Ross' parents, Tom and Re:
mayne McGinnis, were igtres
duced by McNeil who told them
the memorial would be placed in
froot of the BEC offices unless
they preferred to have it pié_c;'g}
elsewhere. .
Agreeing to having their sod's
memorial remain in front of e
BEC offices, Tom then cut-tifé
ribbon to signal the dedication.of
the addition and introductiot of
the new railroad engine. &
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